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Tips for Choosing a Song and Creating a Lesson Plan
Characteristics of a good song for teaching language
· Simple lyrics
· Repetition
· Grammatically correct
· Not too fast
· Have (or could have) movements (even ones you make up)
· Clean and age appropriate (both the song AND the video)

How to mine a song 
· The story that the song tells: What is the song about? What does this song say about the culture of the society? How does it relate to the world of the student? What questions could you ask about this story that you could discuss with students?
· Elements of English language instruction 
a) Be familiar with the vocabulary and grammar in the books used in class. Examples: Chunks, vocabulary, parts of speech, verb tenses, pronouns.
b) Identify relevant elements in the song. Choose one or two elements to focus on for now.
c) Where are those elements in the song? Does the chorus of the song reflect those elements? It’s fine to focus only on the chorus. [You can always come back to the song at a later date not only to review but also to teach new elements.]
d) Is there complicated vocabulary or chunks or ideas that should be explained? How will you explain these elements?

TIPS for writing lesson plans
a) Types of activities: Gap fills or close texts · Focus questions · True-false statements · Put these lines into the correct sequence · Dictation · Add a final verse · Circle the antonyms/synonyms of the given words · Discuss
b) If you are showing a video, watch it all the way through before the lesson to make sure it’s appropriate.
c) Print out the lyrics for the students. But - before you print, make sure that the printed lyrics match the music video or the audio.
d) Prepare all your explanations beforehand – complicated words, grammar, background info, etc.
e) Make sure that all your materials are ready before you start your lesson.
f) Always always always check technology beforehand.
g) Set up the videos, PowerPoint presentation and any other technology BEFORE the lesson begins.
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