PARTY TIME - GUIDE @i

+ Domain:
Appreciation of literature and culture

+ Benchmark:
Compare different cultural practices, behaviors and traditions with their own

+ Description:
After reading a letter from an American pen pal in which he describes his birthday party, the
students are required to compare the way parties are celebrated.

+ Rationale for choice of topic:
Teenagers around the world enjoy parties and thus it seems a relevant context for comparing
different practices. This task may foster the understanding of cultural difference and thus also
enhance tolerance. Pupils should be encouraged to look for differences and/or similarities, but
also understand that “different” does not necessarily have a negative connotation.

+ Suggestions for implementation (prior to and/or during):
You may first want to find out different ways by which students celebrate their birthdays. For
example, what traditions exist in the family? Are differences related to differences in country of
origin of parents or grandparents? This may lead you to a discussion concerning the fact that
different cultures may exhibit different practices, behaviors and, of course, traditions. You may
also want to draw the students’ attention to the fact that an understanding of differences in
culture leads to mutual understanding.

+ Suggested time allotment:
Single lesson

* Prerequisites:
* Familiarity with tables
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ARTY TIME - TASK

8
W =
£ &
(S

4
:
¢ a g
4
4



PARTY TIME - COMPARISON
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Dear Simon,

My mother made a birthday party for me. I invited my best friends.

We hung balloons all around the room and painted a big sign that said
"Happy Birthday." We asked everyone to come dressed as cowboys
and Indians.

We played games such as "musical chairs”. The best part was when
we rode on ponies in the backyard. After playing and riding we went
to eat.

We had all kinds of snacks, such as chips and popcorn, and sweets,
chocolates and toffee. There were also some drinks, like cola and
soda. My mother bought me a beautiful birthday cake from the best
bakery. There were 14 candles on the cake and I blew them all out.

After we ate the cake I opened my presents. We then put on some
music and danced. (My mother did not like the music.) The party
began at 5 in the afternoon and at 8 it was time for everyone to go
home.

We all had a great time.

Best Wishes,
Dan
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PARTY TIME - RUBRIC

5
On Target
Comparison of at least three different categories.

All differences and similarities included for all categories are included in the
table.

No spelling mistakes.

3

On Your Way

Comparison of two categories.

Most differences and similarities for both categories are included in the table.
A few spelling mistakes.

1

Starting Out

Comparison of one category.

Not all differences for the category are included in the table.
Many spelling mistakes.
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